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serious undertaking, was entrusted to the highest class of revenue officials, and was looked upon as the central function of Govern- j ment To this day it is usual throughout the greater part of India to speak of the officer who represents the civil administration of each District, not as the Magistrate, or the Prefect, or the Administrator, but as the * Collector*: and the officers in magisterial charge of the subdivisions of a District are similarly known in most parts of India by native titles which indicate their connexion with the recovery of revenue. So too the minor administrative divisions of the country have for the most part been determined from the fiscal point of view, and the chief representatives of the several villages or groups of villages for purjxxses of police and general administration are in a large part c5f India the headmen whose primary duty is the collection of the revenue from the individual villagers. These facts ma) serve to explain how it is that the business of collecting the land revenue, though far less serious than it used to be, still occupies a much larger place in Indian administration than is usually allotted to .similar duties in Europe.
Owing partly to the general luck of capital among the agricultural population, tin* land revenue is seldom recovered mcnti* by a single annual payment, The usual custom is for a portion to be paid after each harvest, the dates and amounts being fixed to meet the local circumstance* of each tract. The dates are usually fixed so that each revenue-payer should have time to realize his produce or his rait before he in called upon to pay the? revenue, and yet should be required to pay the revenue m soon as possible after the rent or produce has been realised
For the recovery of sums not paid by due date the Gcwern- Fowtr of ment hw extensive powers conferred by kw. In the disturbed period of native rule preceding British occupation the collection of the land revenue was sometimes* n hazardous business, large bodies of troop being not infrequently employed and villages in some ewes having to be coerced by the aid of artillery* In the early days of British occupation, while the people were still turbulent and the assessments severe and uneven, the most stringent measures were frequently adopted, and processes such as the sale of a defaulting estate or holding to an outsider were employed with a frequency which would not now be tolerated and which furnished at the time a grave cause of discontent among the people. At the present day, although the collection of revenue ban for the most part been reduced to & mutter of routine, the Government has very proper^* in vtew rf the importance of the demand and the vast number of
Ilk